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February 16, 2006

The Honorable John W. Snow
u.s. Department of the Treasury
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20220

Dear Secretary Snow:

I am writingto express my concern with the recent announcement that United Arab
Emirates (UAE)-owned DP WorId plans to acquire Peninsular and Oriental Steamship
Navigation Company (P&O). As I am sure you know,P&O's North American division
currently operates, or jointly operates all of major ports on the East Coast. Should this
acquisition be finalized, the result will be a foreign government-owned company
controlling our nation's busiest ports.

As you know, our ports are an essential part of our nation's continued economic
prosperity. They are the hubs of the global economy and are vital to moving American
products to markets around the globe. However, they are also vulnerable to terrorist
attacks. Notwithstanding the good work done by the Administration and the Congress to
strengthen security, we must still improve protection of our ports.
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While the UAB has been a valuable ally in the War on Terror, there have been past
circumstances that should raise concern. As you know, the UAE city ofDubai has been a
transfer point in the proliferation of nuclear components. In addition, the September 11th
terrorists spent time in UAE and utilized its banking system in carrying out their attacks.

As the Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States, I
respectfully request that you carefully and thorougWyreview how the acquisition of P&0
by DP WorId could affect the national security of the United States. Please treat this
letter in conformance with all applicable procedural rules and ethical guidelines.

With warm personal regards, I remain

a CENTRALVIRGINIA

507 EAST FRANKLIN STREET
RICHMOND, VA 23219

(804) 771-2221
(804) 771-8313 (FAX)

0 HAMPTON ROADS

222 CENTRALPARKAVENUE, #120
VIRGINIA BEACH,VA 23462

(757) 518-1674
(757) 518-1679 (FAX)

0 WESTERNAND VALLEY

3140 CHAPARRALDRIVE,#C-l0l
ROANOKE,VA 24018

(540) 772-4236
(540) 772~870 (FAX)

0 SOUTHWESTVIRGINIA

332 CUMMINGS STREET.SUITE C
ABINGDON, VA 24210

(276) 676-2646
(276) 676-2588 (FAX)

0 NORTHERNVIRGINIA

2214 ROCK HILL ROAD, SUITE 100
HERNDON,VA 20170

(703) 435-0039
(703) 435-3446 (FAX)


